" PEACE WITHOUT INDEMNITIES . . ."          113

supporters of Trotsky. Sokolnikov exists in a Soviet prison
on a similar charge of treason, and with him Radek, the
most brilliant political commentator of the regime. Of
the Russian experts Admiral Altvater and General Samoilo
perished in the Red Terror of 1918.

Altogether nearly four hundred people were gathered
and housed in the huts of the Brest-Litovsk citadel, living
in frugality and eating at a common mess-table. The
Germans were generous to the Bolsheviks in the matter of
placing motor cars at their disposal (though there was
nowhere to drive to) and an air of at least superficial
friendliness prevailed. They were particularly thoughtful
of the Russian military and naval experts, realizing to the
full their invidious position and showing them sympathy.

On the evening of December 20, the Commander-in-
Chief in the East, Field-Marshal H.R.H. Prince Leopold
of Bavaria, gave a dinner party to the assembled delegates,
and nearly a hundred persons sat down to what must have
been the most unique gathering in the history of modern
diplomacy. The picture was rich in contrasts. At the head
of the table sat the bearded, stalwart figure of the Prince
of Bavaria, having on his right Joffe, a Jew recently released
from a Siberian prison. Next to him was Count Czernin, a
grand seigneur and diplomat of the old school, a Knight
of the Golden Fleece, trained in the traditions of Kaunitz
and Metternich, to whom Joffe, with his soft eyes and
kindly tone, confided: " I hope we may be able to raise
the revolution in your country too 'V

According to the rules of " revolutionary etiquette " the
mandatory representatives were given precedence over
the experts ; thus the sailor, Olich, sat at the high table

1 " We shall hardly need any assistance from the good Joffe, I fancy,
in bringing about a revolution among ourselves ", commented Czernin in
his diary that evening as he recorded the events of the day ; " the people
will manage that, if the Entente persist in refusing to come to terms "
(Czernin, p. 221).